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(ABSTRACT)

Joseon Neo-Confucian Intellectuals’ Recognition
of Cheon and Responses to Western Learning
from the Mid-Late Eighteenth Century to the

Nineteenth Century

Cho, Sung-San

This paper examines the perceptions of Cheon (“heaven”) held by
Neo-Confucian intellectuals in Joseon from the mid-late eighteenth
century to the nineteenth century. Because of social changes taking
place at that time and the advent of Seohak (“Western Learning”).
Joseon's ruling class had to reorganize and develop the
Neo-Confucian value system. Joseon's Neo- Confucian intellectuals
contemplated the relationship between Cheon and Li (“principle”)
and discussed how such ultimate value systems operated in Joseon
society. The advent of Seohak in particular was an important
stimulus, as it caused them to think about Cheon and Li The
Namin intellectuals (the Southerners faction) in the Yeongnam
region and the Noron (the Old Doctrine faction) Ho school
intellectuals recognized Cheon as Li. Their conception of Z/ had a
strong normative character and they tended to emphasize the
conservative social values—that is, Confucian values. According to
their theory, there was no room for Seohak to be admitted. The
Noron Nak school, however, considered Cheon to be a combination
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of @ ("material force”) and Zi On this basis, they ecriticized
Seohak. Their theory allowed Seohak to be recognized as an area of
@7 which could be the basis of the Dongdo Seogi ("Eastern way
and Western instrument”) ideology.

Key words : Cheon (Heaven), Dongao Seogi (Eastern Way and Western
instrument), Seohak (Western Learning), Bak Yunwon, Kim
Jihaeng, Nam Hanjo, Jeong Jongro, Jeon U
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